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  The Pastor’s Perspective...  
 

Try a Little Kindness | Pr. John Keller 
 

I am guessing that many of you think kindness is a great virtue.  It is listed as a fruit of the Holy Spirit in 
Galatians 5:22. Stories about stopping to help a stranded motorist or ailing neighbor pull at our heart-strings.  
Frequently when we read about a natural disaster hitting a community, we also read how members of the 
community reach out in kindness to one another, providing meals, shelter, and cleanup activities. Kindness is 
something we value, but we often neglect. Why? 

I think there are at least two things that stop me from being kind. One is my busyness. To express an act of 
kindness to an individual in need means that I need to suspend my agenda for a time and focus on the 
concerns of someone else. Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10 is a prime example. The traveling 
Samaritan gave up his agenda to help the person wounded and bleeding at the side of the road. 

The second thing that holds me back is that I am unsure what to do. In a natural disaster, there are clearly 
identifiable needs: food, shelter, clothing, and other physical resources.  But with my co-worker who is having a bad 
day I’m not sure what kindness looks like.  Do I have the urge to give advice or fix the problem?  Is that what my 
coworker or friend truly needs or desires?   

Or could it be as simple as a listening ear, a kind word of encouragement, a cup of cold water?  Have I paused 
to consider what I might want if I were in their situation? Do I want someone to fix my problem or simply be a kind, 
understanding presence?   Perhaps the simplest way to act is to do unto others as I would like them to treat me. 

Kindness is not so very hard, yet I struggle with it every day. I pray that God will make my heart and my 
schedule open to acts of kindness for others. For in acts of kindness we see the heart of God. “Whoever gives 
even a cup of cold water (or lemonade) to one of my children will not lose their reward.” Matthew 10:42. 

When has an act of kindness touched your life deeply? 
Lord Jesus, help me to perform at least one act of kindness this day for someone in need. 

 

 

   
Usher Notes 
Many thanks to our ushers for 
May: Judy Salaba, David Tews, 
Key Reich, Mike and Nancy 
Hegdahl, Linda Funkhouser. 
      

A big thank you to our May Bun Run 
volunteers: David Tews, Ken 
McGrew, Doug and Jo Klein, Larry 
Litzkow. 

 

 

 
Mark the Date: Sunday, May 5th 

is our Semi-Annual Congregational 
Meeting following worship. We 
need and value your input…please 
plan on participating. 
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May Birthdays 
1   Jodi Landenberger 
3   Alivia Mathis 
4   Michael Amundson 
6   Reginald Czech 
9   Kent Peterson 
10  Maleah Mathis 
11  Ian Holmly 
12  Julie Ellingson 
18  Katy Eggert  
      Larry Litzkow 
21  Dan Vigdal  
      MaryJo Brandt 
22  Lucy Pilgrim 
26  Kayla Stadem 
28  Patricia Stadem, 
      Sue Palm 
 

 
May Anniversaries 
11   Robert & Lois Porter: ‘68 
22   Dan & Deborah Vigdal: ‘71 
30   Tom & Julie Gaarder: ‘92 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Ladies Night Out in May will take 
place on Tuesday, May 21st at 
Applebees,  1893 W. Highway 36 
in Roseville at 5:30 p.m.  If you 
are interested in carpooling, 
please meet at church at 5:00 
p.m.  Please notify Joyce Bluel 
(651-690-4614) by Sunday, May 
19th,  if you are planning on 
attending so we have an idea of 
how many for the reservation.   
 

MAY 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Readers 
5   Wendy Bjorklund 
12  Beth Peterson 
19  Laurie Herrmann 
25  Katy Eggert 
Communion 
5   Wendy Bjorklund 
19  Joan Wilson 
 

TREATURER’S REPORT 
 
Total first quarter receipts:  $28,914 
Total first quarter expenses:  $38,933 
 
Last year we received almost $1,500 
more contributions, almost $1,000 
more Thrivent Choice Dollars, and 
almost $1,000 more for the use of the 
building in the first quarter. 
 
Two big expenses this year were a 
furnace motor replaced for $982 and 
the cost of snowplowing was $3,600 
more than last year. 
 
Please see me for any details or a 
copy of the report. 
 
-Ruth Carlson 

 
 

Pr. John recently delivered our Minnesota 
Foodshare donations to the Neighborhood 
House food shelf at Sibley Manor. It weighed 
140 pounds. MANY THANKS to all who 
contributed! God's work, our hands! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Farmers 
Market begins June 15!  We will be 
recruiting volunteers soon…please 
prayerfully consider your role in this 
important program….we truly cannot do 
it without YOU!   

.             

 

The St. Mark/St. Luke Call Committee was installed on March 31:  Tracy Arndt, Carrie Arnold, Gary 

Brueggmann, Jill Burchill, Rob Herrmann, Bonnie Jellinik, Karen Larson, David Nedrelow, Nancy 

Redlin, Kay Reich, Dianne Testa, David Tews. We are truly blessed and grateful that they have 

embraced this special responsibility.  We pray that they are filled with a sense of God’s love and 

presence as they embark on the journey ahead.   
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May Acolytes 
5   Victor Landenberger    
19  Tatum Ava Herrmann 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. -Numbers 6:24 

Time to Pass the Baton – Fall Bazaar 

                                           
       Back in 2005, Pastor Jack approached me and asked if 
I would be willing to co-chair the Fall Bazaar with Margaret 
Vigdal.  I accepted and have been co-chairing this event 
since. In 2013 Judy Salaba became my co-chair, taking 
over for Margaret.  This year will be my 14th year and Judy 
and I are ready to turn the reins over to others. 
        If this is something you think you would be interested 
in doing, please feel free to talk with me or Judy.  It would 
be nice if you could shadow us this year and take over 
starting with the planning next year.   
       This will likely be the last year of this event if someone 
is not willing to take it over.  The Bazaar is a wonderful 
fundraising event and a way to invite our community into 
our church home, I would hate to see it end.  Having said 
that, I have put off this decision for the last couple years 
and feel it is the right time to step aside now.  Fresh eyes 
can bring fresh ideas, this will be the 35th year of holding the 
Fall Bazaar here at St. Luke. 
 
Joyce Bluel 
 

 
LOAVES AND FISHES    
110 Hungry men, women and children were served a 
warm dinner on March 25 at the Loaves and Fishes 
program at St. Matthew’s Church.  Workers were Bev 
Eckstrom, Larry Litzkow, Susan Lorenz, David Elliott, 
Joyce Bluel and the SL/SM confirmation students.  

 
Results of the 2018 Fall Bazaar  
 
The Bazaar committee met on March 17th after worship 
to discuss the results of the 2018 Fall Bazaar. The net 
proceeds for 2018 were $2,931.  
 
The committee voted to send $150 to the Airport ministry 
and $638 to Camp Onomia for dues, contributing $1,500 
toward the cost of mailing Farmer’s Market postcards. 
along with previous years proceeds this leaves a balance 
of $11,325. 
 
2019 Fall Bazaar 
 
It’s never too early to start planning for the St. Luke 
Church Fall Bazaar!!  As you have read in a previous 
article, this event raises quite a bit of money that can be 
used for things that we do not have in our general budget.  
We would like to encourage all members to get involved, 
it is a great way to get to know your church family better 
and the money raised has been used for some very 
worthwhile projects.   
 
The date for this year’s Fall Bazaar is Saturday, October 
26th.  Listed below are the committee chairs, who have 
graciously volunteered again this year.   If you are 
interested in working in these areas, please contact the 
chair(s) to volunteer your time and talent. 
 
Jo Klein     Rummage Sale 
Beth Peterson    Kitchen 
Joan Wilson    Bake Sale 
Pam Ballis     Publicity 
Julie Gaarder    Raffle 
Judy Salaba and Joyce Bluel Crafts & Co-chairs 
 
For the last two years we changed things up a bit by 
renting out tables to outside vendors to sell 
products/crafts. We will continue with this format in 2019.  
The Library and Sunday School across the hall will still be 
available as eating areas.   
 

 
Musings from the Music Director  
Finally it's spring! The choirs are wrapping up their 
seasons, the days are longer and it's time for some 
summer hymn fun! I'll be setting out my musical bank 
with pieces of paper for you to write down hymn 
requests for this summer. I'll keep it out until the end 
of June, so you can keep the requests coming! 
-Rebecca Ruiz  
 


