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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was 
in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  John 1:1-5 
 
I will never forget the Christmas I celebrated long ago, far from family, friends, decorations and 
presents.  I was a lay missionary in Japan, barely out of college…about 23 years old.  That 
Christmas evening found me in a church basement where a Japanese junior high student read 
the Christmas story from Luke to a group of us gathered there.  As I remember, the room was 
lit by candles, with shadows dancing on the walls.  The student stood up to read.  But he could 
only stand with the help of crutches.  His legs were crippled.  He began to read the Christmas 
story…with his fingers… running over a thick braille Bible.  He was blind.  I watched him as he 
read, fingers moving, as he lifted his face up and said those words I had heard so often.  I 
couldn’t help but look at his eyes…those unseeing eyes…that refused the light.  And yet, as 
he read, his eyes were shining.  The light and hope of the gospel shone brightly, both through 
those words and through his eyes.  The light had entered his heart through the Word and his 
eyes shined with hope and joy.  He was filled with the light no darkness can overcome.  I’ll 
never forget that.  It was beautiful, awe-inspiring.  My prayer for you is that you enjoy all the 
festivities of Christmas, but that you not become so busy you miss the light.  May you truly 
hear those words of life so that your eyes shine from within, with the true hope and joy of 
Christmas, our Lord Jesus. 
 
See you in worship, 
 
Pr. Dave 

 

 
December Acolytes: 
 

4    Victor Landenberger 
18   Zach Moore  
24   Alek and Victor Landenberger 
 

Loaves and Fishes 
75  Hungry men, women and children 
enjoyed a delicious dinner at St. 
Matthew's Catholic Church on October 
24th.  Workers from St. Luke were Pastor 
Dave Person, Larry Litzkow, Joyce Bluel 
and Roger and Dianne Diestler. 

 

 We will 
have classes on 
December 6, 13, and 20.  
No class on the 27th.  
Have a very blessed and 
merry Christmas! 
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December Birthdays 
4   Olivia Peterson 
5   Helen Bye, Douglas Nelson 
16  Mary Faust 
18  Holly Schultz 
22  Sander and Trevor Johnson 
23  Garrett Faust, Deborah Vigdal 
30  Roger Diestler 
 
 

 
December Anniversaries 
3 - Dwight and Donna Paulson: 1966 
17 - Doug and Karen Wasko:  1960 
29 - Anne and John Fabie: 1984 
 

 
               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our heartfelt thanks to our Bun 
Run volunteers for November:  
Doug and Jo Klein, Larry Litzkow, 
Julie Ellingson, Mike Hegdahl.  

 
Sunday School Fun Night, Friday, December 2 
Come one, come all children to the Sunday School Fun night on 
Friday, December 2.  We will have some good food for dinner 
(pizza??), play games and watch a movie on the GIANT screen in 
the social hall.  So bring some friends and let’s have a fun night.  
Check out the sign-up sheet for times! 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
 

As the holiday season approaches, the Sunday 
School students would like to extend an invitation 
to everyone to attend our Christmas Program on 
Sunday, December 18 during the worship service.  
Come, hear the joyous Christmas message as 
only children can tell it!   

 

 
Christmas Baskets 
As is the St. Luke tradition, 
we will be collecting 
donations for Christmas 
Baskets, which will be 
distributed to members of 
our community.  Donations 
will be accepted through 
Sunday, December 18.  If 
you would like to make a 
monetary contribution to 
filling these baskets, please 
indicate “Christmas Basket” 
on the memo line of your 
check.  Thank you! 
 

Need to pick up a special 
gift for a teacher, co-
worker or favorite aunt? 
You will find just the right 
things among the wide 
variety of one-of-a-kind, 
handcrafted treasures in 
the Social Hall.  Check it 
out soon! 

  

  O Come  

Let Us Adore Him! 
Join us as we celebrate 
Advent and Christmas! 

 
Candlelight Service 

Sunday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday School  
Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 18 at 9:00 a.m. 
(As part of our Sunday service) 

 
Christmas Eve Worship 

Saturday, December 24 
Blue Christmas Meditation at 5:30 p.m. 

Worship at 6:05 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day Worship 
Sunday, December 25 at 9:00 a.m. 
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December  
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
Readers: 
Dec. 4, 9am:  Jen Fredrickson 
Dec. 4, 7pm:  Wendy Bjorklund, Jill 
Burchill, Barb Jensen, Sue McNeill, 
Beth Peterson 
Dec. 11:  Laurie Herrmann 
Dec. 18:  Beth Peterson   
Dec. 24:  Wendy Bjorklund 
Dec. 25:  Sue McNeill 
 
Communion: 
4:    Jen Fredrickson 
18:  Joan Wilson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Usher Notes 
Many thanks to our ushers for November:  
Gwen, Matthew, Steve and Samantha 
Brummund, Mike and Nancy Hegdahl, 
Linda Funkhouser, Michael Hoffman. 
Our ushers for December will be:  David 
Nedrelow, Jill Burchill, Jim Kroschel, Doug 
Nelson, Larry and Carol Vigdal, Pam Ballis, 
Katy Eggert. 

  
Ladies Night Out will go on hiatus for November and 
December.  We will resume Ladies Night Out again in 
January.  Watch the December newsletter for details of 
where we will be dining in January.  If you have 
suggestions for restaurants, please feel free to contact 
Joyce Bluel.   
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful!  Join us for 
our time-honored Advent Candlelight 
Service on Sunday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 p.m., 
in which we celebrate the Advent 
season with many beloved hymns.  
Please bring 2 dozen cookies to share, if 
possible, for the fellowship time following 
the service.  

 

 
 

Christmas Worship Services and “Blue” Christmas 
 

Christmas Eve worship begins at 6:05 pm (after 
the chimes finish ringing) on Saturday, December 24.  
From 5:30-6:00 pm we will once again offer a time of silent 
meditation, reflection and prayer, which we call “Blue 
Christmas.”  It is for those who may have difficulty 
celebrating the joy of Christmas because of a loss, a 
death, a sickness, or whatever reason.  Like last year, this 
will take place in the library.  We will have a large bowl of 
water along with blue markers and transparent sheets of 
plastic.  You may write a prayer to God, if you so wish, 
then place it in the water.  The water will turn blue as the 
words of the prayer dissolve.  We will then set the bowl on 
the altar as we offer those prayers to God during our 
Christmas Eve worship. 

Christmas Day worship will take place on Sunday 
at 9:00 a.m.  As with past years, we will use a delightful 
special Christmas liturgy with Holy Communion.  This is a 
beautiful, reflective worship on the day of our Lord’s birth.  
It is a quieter, restful worship.  It is on a Sunday morning 
this year, so please come.  You will find yourself blessed. 
 

BUDGET MEETING  There will be a special 
congregational meeting on Sunday, Dec. 18 after worship 
in the Social Hall to approve the 2017 St. Luke budget.  
Copies of the budget will be available for your 
consideration.  We need and value your input and 
participation.   Questions?  Contact Treasurer Ruth 
Carlson at 651-454-7045. 
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Commentaries for the December Gospel Readings 
The commentaries for the December gospel readings are found below.  For resources I used “Matthew” by Robert 
Smith, Preaching Matthew’s Gospel by Richard Jensen, Working Preacher and my own notes.  Please read the gospel 
as well as the notes found below, and then take time for prayer as you prepare for worship each Sunday.  If you have 
any questions or comments about the gospel or commentary, I would LOVE to hear them.  Let’s grow in and through 
God’s Word! 
 
December 4: Matthew 3:1-12 Advent 2 
This is Matthew’s introduction to John the Baptist.  Unlike Luke, there is no talk of John’s parents, the visit of the angel to 
his father or his mother’s inability to conceive.  Nor is there is any mention of his relationship to Jesus, through his 
mother Elizabeth and her relative Mary. In Matthew, John the Baptist is suddenly introduced as a full-grown man; a 
prophet proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  These are the same words Jesus uses to 
begin his ministry, his very first words spoken in Matthew (4:17).  It is important to note that the phrase “kingdom of 
heaven” is only found in Matthew!  Matthew uses it 33 times, but it is never used anywhere else in the New Testament.  
“Kingdom of Heaven” means the same thing as “Kingdome of God” used in other places.  At times just “kingdom” or “thy 
kingdom” are used.  All refer to a kingdom that comes as a gift from above, something totally different from earthly 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Come one, come all to our ever-popular 
ALL MEMBER WINTER CHURCH 
RETREAT at Camp Onomia, Feb. 17-19.  
Young and old, parents or singles, all are 
welcome!  Want to get away from your 
busy life, and just relax and have fun?  Or 
do you want to have some great family 
time with your kids?  There is something 
of everyone!  To RSVP, please sign up 
on the kiosk asap.  For further info, talk to 
Pastor Dave. 
 

 
 

Mitten and Hat Tree  During the upcoming Advent season 
there will be a Christmas tree placed by the pulpit where we 
will be collecting hats, mittens, and scarves. The congregation 
will watch the tree become colorfully decorated 
each Sunday as these items are placed on the tree, and we 
ask that members bring forth their donations to hang on the 
tree during the offering. Once the tree is decorated, we will 
then donate all the hats, mittens and scarves to the Jeremiah 
Program in St. Paul and Minneapolis. The Jeremiah Program 
is a single mother program that prepares determined single 
mothers to excel in the workforce, readies their children to 
succeed in school, and reduces generational dependence on 
public assistance by establishing a supportive community that 
supports these young families. 

 

 Musings from the Music Director 

Dear Members of St. Luke, 
       As we approach the season of Christmas, I want to thank the choir and bell choir for all their hard work! 
Christmas brings extra services, along with difficult anthems! Their level of hard work and commitment helps this 
special time become even more special. I encourage all of you to thank a choir/bell choir member at some point this 
month. They deserve it!  
       I hope you all enjoy the Christmas services/festivities St. Luke has to offer. Merry Christmas! 
Peace,   
Katie 
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kingdoms.  As Robert Smith writes, “…more than any other New Testament writer, Matthew stresses the vital connection 
between the kingdom and righteousness.”  Remember, “righteousness” has to do with relationship.  When we are in 
relationship with God and carry out the demands of that relationship (faith), there is righteousness.  Thus through 
righteousness we come to know the kingdom or reign of God.  Matthew writes that John is the one of whom Isaiah spoke 
(about 500 years prior), “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’”  John is the prophet who prepares the way of the Messiah!  Matthew then paints a description of John.  By this 
description, people of that time recognized John was a prophet.  As Richard Jensen noted, “He (John) dresses like 
Elijah: I Kings 1:8.  He fulfills the prophecy of Zechariah: Zechariah 13:4. (See also Malachi 4:5-6.)  He calls Israel again 
to the wilderness, the place of their spiritual origin.”  John calls people into repentance, turning from their sins to God.  
One meaning of “repent” is to turn.  When we repent, we turn away from ourselves to God.  In so doing, we turn from our 
sins to the One who can save us from those sins.  Because we turn to God, repentance can also mean that we see we 
are already found by God (Luke 15:1-10).  The Lord is much bigger and more powerful than we can even begin to 
imagine (omnipresent, all knowing), and that is wise to remember.  Religious leaders are also in need of repentance 
(believe me, I know that very well).  John was especially harsh on the Pharisees and Sadducees, the religious leaders of 
the time.  Perhaps he knew some of them personally.  Maybe more than they wanted him to know… He tells them to 
bear fruit worthy of repentance.  This reminds us of Jesus’ words that a good tree does not bear bad fruit.  The fruit or 
deeds our life produces are important!  You can tell the goodness of the tree by its fruit.  Bear fruits of repentance!  
Richard Jensen writes, “Fruit grows only on healthy trees.  This is a constant theme in Matthew: 7:16-20; 12:33; 13:8; 
21:19, 34, 41, 43….Fruit grows from a good tree.  It would appear that John the Baptist knew this and that is why he is 
pleased to announce that one mightier “than I” is coming.  Bearing fruit is not the real problem.  Healthy trees is the 
problem.  Only one mightier than John can nurture healthy trees (healthy lives) that bear much fruit.  Fruit-bearing is the 
work of the Spirit, not a work demanded through any kind of repentance.”  Healthy lives…righteousness….the Kingdom 
of Heaven…all point to and are found in and through Jesus our Savior. 
 
December 11: Matthew 11:2-11  Third Sunday in Advent 
Here in Advent, we have skipped all around the book of Matthew.  Advent 1 found us in Matthew 24:36-44.  Advent 2 led 
us to Matthew 3:1-12.  Here in Advent 3 we are in the middle of Matthew.  In fact, it is a very decisive place.  If you look 
at Matthew 11:1, you will see a basic formula Matthew uses to frame sections of material throughout his Gospel.  They 
are framed with the words “…when Jesus had finished…”  We find that in Matthew 11:1, where it says, “Now when 
Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and proclaim his message in their 
cities.”   We see this same formula (“…when Jesus had finished…”) in Matthew 7:28; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1.  Each begins a 
new section in Matthew.  The new section of material Matthew begins in 11:2  (11:2-16:20) has to do with Israel’s 
response to Jesus’ ministry and the matter of his identity.  Who is Jesus?  Is he really the Messiah; the one sent by 
God?  We see John the Baptist asking this very question.  “Are you really the one?”  It seems that as John sat in prison, 
he was having his doubts about Jesus.  He knew he might be killed at any time and it probably set him to wondering, 
questioning.  Maybe he was thinking that if this is really the Messiah, the mighty one of God, why doesn’t he get me out 
of prison?  Why doesn’t he save me?  Why doesn’t he overthrow all of these wicked rulers and set us free?  John then 
sends his disciples to Jesus asking if he is really the one.  Jesus answers by quoting from the prophet Isaiah, “the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised and the poor have good 
news brought to them.  And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”  (Remember, John was introduced in 
Matthew 3:1-3 by a quote from Isaiah about the one who prepares the way for the coming of the Lord).    Jesus is the 
one of whom the prophets speak!  In his words and actions we can see the words of the prophets take on life.  As John’s 
disciples left, Jesus turned to the crowd and praised John the Baptist asking them three times, “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at?”  “What did you go out to see?”  Then again, “What did you go out to see?”  Jesus is 
emphasizing something here.  Did you notice?  Sometimes we skim the Scriptures too quickly to notice such things.  
Slow down.  Jesus emphasizes that John is not only a prophet; he is the seal of all prophets.  There is no prophet 
greater for he is the one who declared the coming of the Son of God.  Rev. Dr. Robert H. Smith commented on this 
saying, “John is the great hinge of history, the end of the old, the beginning of the new….  Therefore the only adequate 
response to John is not admiration but a venture of faith into the kingdom he heralded.” 
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December 18:  Matthew 1:18-25, Advent 4 
On Christmas Eve, we usually hear the birth story of Jesus taken from the second chapter of St. Luke.  But there is also 
a birth story in Matthew.  In Matthew 1:18 we read that this is the story of the birth of Jesus, the Messiah.  We learn that 
Jesus’ mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but was found to be pregnant before she and Joseph lived together.  We 
also learn the pregnancy was brought about by the Holy Spirit.   Needless to say, nothing like that had ever happened 
before.  Thinking that Mary had been unfaithful to him, Joseph decided to dismiss her quietly so she wouldn’t be 
exposed to public disgrace or danger.  If Joseph had NOT been discrete, Mary could have been stoned to death for 
being pregnant out of wedlock.  Joseph was a righteous man and so chose to move quietly in order to protect Mary.  The 
fact that Joseph was a righteous man is a very important point for Matthew.  In fact, in the first two chapters of Matthew, 
Matthew weaves together five stories of Joseph and Herod.  Through these five stories we see the difference between a 
righteous person (Joseph) who believes in God and an unrighteous one (Herod) who does not believe in or follow the 
Lord.  Read the first two chapters of Matthew and make note of these stories.  What are the differences between these 
two men?  How do they teach us to live out our lives in righteousness; that is, living in a living relationship with the Lord?  
Another thing you might notice is an abundance of dreams!  Dreams are mentioned five times in the first two chapters of 
Matthew (and once again in Matthew 27:19, for a total of six times in Matthew).  In all of the New Testament, dreams are 
only found in Matthew!  Check them out.  Dreams are often the vehicle through which God communicates with people.  
The first dream is the one Joseph has in verse 20-24.  In the dream an angel of the Lord appeared and told Joseph not 
to be afraid.  This is a very important command we hear all through the Bible.  It is the command Jesus used the most 
when teaching his disciples.  Don’t be afraid!  The God of the universe is with you.  The Lord will see you through.  Don’t 
let fear make the possible seem impossible.  As Paul later wrote, we can do all things through the Lord who strengthens 
us.  Don’t be afraid.  The angel tells Joseph that the child has been conceived through the Holy Spirit and that they are 
to name the child Jesus, which means, “God is salvation.”  He shall be our savior; he will save us from our sins.  We 
then see a quote from Isaiah 7:14 (written 750 years before the birth of Jesus).  Jesus is Immanuel, God with us!  We 
learn this at the very beginning of Matthew and we hear it from Jesus own mouth at the very end of Matthew.  In 
Matthew 28:20, the very last verse, Jesus says, “And remember, I am with you always to the end of the age.”  That 
promise is yours in faith! 
 
December 25:  John 1:1-14, Christmas Day 
Merry Christmas!  What a beautiful gospel reading for today.  John does not have a traditional Christmas story of the 
birth of Jesus.  Instead, John begins at the very beginning, before all time.  Do you remember how God created 
everything?  He did it through the Word (read the first chapter of Genesis).  Here in John we learn that the Word is from 
the beginning.  The Word was with God and IS God.  In verse 2 we see that the Word is introduced as “He.”  Again in 
verse 3, when speaking of the Word, we see that all things came into existence through HIM.  It is in verse 14 that we 
read, “And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 
full of grace and truth.”  Jesus is the Word made flesh.  Jesus has been from the beginning and is one with God.  Thus 
John’s “birth” story is one that originates before the beginning of all time!  Jesus is the light that shines in the darkness.  
He is the light which no darkness can overcome.  Psalm 139:12 says, “even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is 
as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you.”  In John 8:12 Jesus says it very directly, “I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”  This is the light which we celebrate at 
Christmas, the light which shines in the darkness, the light of our Savior Jesus.  It is through Jesus that we become 
children of God!  Through Jesus we are born from above (see John 3:1-15) by the Holy Spirit…the breath of God!  Take 
time this day to read through these words which come from all eternity.  Read them slowly.  Let them fill you with 
mystery, hope and light.  Let them take you to the very heart of God.  Merry Christmas! 
 
 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. -Numbers 6:24 


