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You are the light of the world.   Matthew 5:13 
 
It had been a day full of terrible news, people killed, sickness and callousness: man’s inhumanity  to man  
was in full display throughout the day.  In the midst of all of that, I had a mission to fulfill.  I was to deliver  
a check for $381.49 that the Sunday School children had counted from the offering jar.  I was to give it to  
the people at Lutheran Social Services (LSS) to be used for veterans who were having a hard time and  
for homeless youth.  I was also to give LSS a number of beautiful drawings the children made for these  
people, with “hope” and other words of encouragement written on them.  I entered the LSS building and told the receptionist 
my mission.  She called for someone from that department to come.  When I passed on the check, the drawings, and the 
instructions on how to use the money (as designated by the children), the receptionist and the woman I gave it to became 
teary eyed with joy and thanksgiving for this gift.  A man who was waiting in the area, turned with a large smile, saying he 
couldn’t help overhearing and what joy it brought especially on a day full of such terrible news.  A light was shining, the light 
of Christ through our children and through all of you.  Jesus said, “You ARE the light of the world.”  Right now.   What may 
seem like a small act to some, can light a person’s day with the hope found in Jesus, inspiring that light to shine brighter in 
and through them.  Thank you for your partnership in the light, hope and peace found in Jesus. 
Pr. Dave 
 

 
January Acolytes: 
3    Zach Moore 
17  Ava Herrmann 
 

 

 
Our heartfelt 
thanks to our Bun 
Run volunteers for 
December:  Doug 
and Jo Klein, Julie 
Ellingson, Larry 
Litzkow and Mike 
Hegdahl.  
 

 Ladies Night Out  
Ladies Night Out in January will not take 
place, we are extending the hiatus.  
Check the February newsletter for the 
next scheduled event.   
 

 Loaves and Fishes  120 Hungry men, 
women and children enjoyed a delicious meal at St. Matthew’s 
Catholic Church on November 23rd.  Helpers from St. Luke 
were Pastor Dave Person, Joyce Bluel, Larry Litzkow and 
Roger and Dianne Diestler. 
 

 

We will have class 
each Tuesday in 
January.  See you 
there! 

 
The 2016 offering 
envelopes are now 
available in the Social 
Hall.  Please pick up 
your box as soon as 
possible to defray 
postage expenses.   
Thank you. 
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January Birthdays 
1   Linda Funkhouser,  
          Dusty Jensen 
5   Dawn Peterson 
9   Laurie Herrmann 
10  Noah Fabie 
13  Matthew Brummund,  
        Judy Johnson, Kimberly Loewen  
16  Nancy Hegdahl 
17  Kathy Spray  
27  Kevin Arndt 
29  Norma Alexander 
30  Sue McNeill 
31  Kim Quist 
 

JANUARY 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Readers: 

3     Katy Eggert 

10   Wendy Bjorklund 

17   Randi Friedl 

24   Julie Ellingson 

31   Barb Jensen 

Communion: 

3     Katy Eggert 

17   Randi Friedl 

Onomia Family Camp 
 
Our family camp retreat is 
scheduled for February 5, 6, 7.  
This is for EVERYONE in the 
FAMILY of St. Luke.  Young, old, 
short, tall, all of you are included.  
Sign up and plan to go.  There is a 
sign up on the kiosk.  Come for a 
restful, fun, and enriching time 
together with your family of St. 
Luke. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Usher Notes 
Many thanks to our ushers for 
December:  Eva Mac Niven, Jim 
Kroschel, Doug Nelson, Wanda 
Mathison, Larry and Carol Vigdal, 
Pam Ballis, Katy Eggert.   Our 
ushers for January will be:  Roger 
Diestler, Doug Klein, Volker 
Landenberger, Ben Pilgrim, Joan 
Wilson, Bruce Magnuson, George 
Heriot and Rob Herrmann. 

 

 
 

Winter Retreat  
Pancake Breakfast 
All are invited to a delicious 
breakfast after worship on 
Sunday, January 17.  Come 
hungry!  You will be served 
with smiles and mouth-watering 
food.  All money raised will be 
used for the Winter Retreat at 
Camp Onomia.  This is for ALL 
St. Luke members and the 
money raised will help 
supplement the costs for 
people.  So make plans to go 
to the Winter Retreat on 
February 5-7 and give thanks 
to our youth as you eat 
delicious food! 
 

Micro-lending 
Come one, come all on Thursday, 
January 7 at 6:30 for a delicious 
dinner ($5.00 – no cooking that 
night!) followed by making micro-
loans to people all around the 
world.  Do you sometimes feel 
overwhelmed by all of the bad 
news in the world?  Here is a 
wonderful counter balance, 
something YOU can do.  We reach 
people in countries near and far 
with this ministry.  So far we have 
made loans to 184 people in 48 
different countries around the 
world.  These loans make a real 
difference in real peoples lives.  
Join us! 
 

 
UnDec The Halls! 
We will be removing 
Christmas decorations on 
Sunday, Jan. 3, after 
worship.  Many hands 
make light work…please 
join us! 

 

 
 

St. Luke is in need of more drivers 
to transport parishioners to and 
from church for Sunday service. 
The majority of them live in the St. 
Luke neighborhood. If you can 
help, please sign up on the kiosk 
in the Social Hall asap.  Your help 
is greatly needed and will be truly 
appreciated.  Thank you. 
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Commentaries for the January gospel readings 
In preparation for worship, please read the Bible text for the day as well as the commentaries 
found below.  Prepare your heart and mind for worship and you will find yourself enriched.  
Sources for these studies include Working Preacher, Preaching Luke’s Gospel by Richard 
Jensen, and my own notes.  –Pr. Dave 
 
January 3: John 1:1-18 
Whole books have been written on these beautiful, meaning packed 18 verses of the Gospel of John.  John starts from the 
very beginning, the creation.  He writes that the WORD was in the beginning.  Word is “Logos” in the Greek.  One reason 
John used the word “Logos” was for the purposes of being a bridge between Greek and Hebrew thought.  He wanted the 
Greek people to understand who Jesus is, and so used “Logos,” or “Word”.  Logos carried the meaning of both a spoken word 
and the reason behind the word.  Logos has power.  Some Greeks believed that it was the Logos that kept the world from 
slipping into chaos.  This Logos is the mind of God, the logos of God.  Plato believed that God’s logos kept the planets in their 
course as well as ruled the seasons.  In Greek thought Logos steered all of the universe.  This fit in well with how the Hebrew 
people used “word” such as in Genesis 1 where God created everything through His word.  The Word of God has power.  And 
so John begins with the Word and equates it with God from the beginning, something both Hebrew and Greek people could 
understand and relate to.  In the first verse we learn that the Logos is eternal, has personality, and is divine.  That is a lot to 
pack into one short verse!  Read it again.  It is very deep.  In verse 2 this word takes on anthropomorphic shape when John 
says, “HE (the Word) was in the beginning with God.  This Logos isn’t just some kind of idea or blue gas floating about; it 
becomes human.  We see that further clarified in verse 14 when John writes, “And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us…”  Then in verse 17 we learn the name of this Word made flesh, “Jesus.”  Verse 3 states that everything came into being 
through the Word (like we find in Genesis 1).  Not only that, but life came into being through him and that life was the light of 
all people.  In the Greek language, there are two words for life, “bios” which is the root of words like biology and biosphere.  
That is one word.  “Bios” refers to any living thing, be it a plant, slug, human, whatever has life.  The word John uses for “life” 
isn’t “bios,” rather it is “zoe,” which is life with meaning, life in God.  John uses zoe 54 times in his gospel.  God gives us life 
with meaning.  In the Logos (Jesus) there is also light, light that NO darkness can over come (verse 5).  This light/darkness 
also refers to moral and spiritual light/darkness.  In Jesus there is no darkness.  When we feel lost, Jesus is the way (14:6; 
9:5).  John the Baptist is introduced in verse 6 as a witness to the light.  He was not the light itself, but was called to witness to 
that light (The author of John uses “witness” 47 times).  Verse 10 talks about Jesus coming into the world.  Oftentimes “the 
world” in John signifies that which stands in opposition to Jesus (17:14ff).  John loves verbs and often uses them to signify 
belief.  John never uses the noun “faith,” always the verb “to believe.”  For John believing is active, alive, dynamic, like a verb, 
rather than static like a noun.  We see that to all who believe in Jesus, Jesus gives the power to become children of God (12-
13), not born of blood, but of God (John 3:1-15).  From Jesus’ fullness we receive grace upon grace (16).  Jesus makes God 
the Father known to us (18). 

�������� Musings �������� 
from the Music Director 

 
Dear Members of St. Luke, 
 
I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas. Celebrating the Christmas season with you all has been a 
complete joy! 
 
Now that things are settling down, there are some special music openings in the coming months. The choir 
sings about twice a month, the bell choir rings once a month.  So, one or two Sundays are open for special 
music. I encourage you to share your gifts with the congregation since music is a great way to serve God, 
and very rewarding.  If you know non-member who might be interested in special music, let them know we 
welcome that as well.  On the same note, it’s never too early for Easter plans. If any of you would like to help 
with Easter music, please let me know. 
 
Blessings, 
Katie 
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January 10: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22,  The Baptism of our Lord 
Our gospel reading begins with the expectations people held concerning John the Baptist.  They wondered if he was the 
Messiah.  There must have been many people who held this expectation because the Gospel of John deals very directly with 
it in John 1:6-8, stating in no uncertain terms that John was not the messiah, rather he was the one who testified to the 
messiah so that all might believe.  The peoples’ expectations were misdirected, and some of those expectations would be 
misdirected all the way to the cross!  Here too in the Gospel of Luke, John points away from himself to the one who would 
come after him, who is more powerful, whose sandals John is not worthy to untie (the work of a slave), who will baptize with 
fire and the Holy Spirit (a reference to Pentecost? or to the power and authority of Jesus? or both?).  John then says, “His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.”  This is judgment talk.  Fire is often a symbol of judgment (Mt. 7:19; 13:40; Hebrews 6:7-8 to name a 
few).   There is judgment going on here, but this one who comes after John has the power to save!  He is the source of 
salvation!  We need to turn our hearts and minds to him.  Who is this one?  We then enter the account of Jesus’ baptism.  
Jesus was baptized and was praying.  It was then that the heavens were opened.  What would THAT look like?  How do the 
heavens open?  It doesn’t say.  What do you think?  Luke writes that the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in BODILY form 
like a dove.  Luke is the only gospel that describes the Holy Spirit coming in BODILY form, like a dove.  Why does he write 
this?  Rev. Richard Jensen wrote about this saying, “No other Gospel writer makes the point of the descent of the Spirit upon 
Jesus in this striking language.  Bodily descent has the character of permanence.  The Spirit not only descended upon Jesus; 
the Spirit of God came in bodily form and it will remain upon Jesus.”  This is not a temporary gift; Jesus is the Son of God.  
We hear that from the Lord God himself who says, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”   We will hear 
this voice of God the Father once again call Jesus his beloved Son when Jesus takes three of his disciples up the mountain, 
is transfigured and appears with Moses and Elijah (Luke 9:28-36).  Jesus is the Son of God!  All of life centers on this one 
called Jesus. 
 
January 17: John 2:1-11, The Wedding at Cana 
On the third day after Philip was called as a disciple, there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  Cana was a small village about 
nine miles northwest of Nazareth.  Jesus, his mother, and the disciples had been invited to the wedding.  The name of the 
mother of Jesus (Mary) never appears in the Gospel of John.  She is always referred to as “the mother of Jesus.”  The same 
is true of Jesus’ brother James – he is never mentioned by name, rather he is always referred to as the brother of Jesus.  
Perhaps, more than names, John wished to stress relationships…  We learn that the wine gave out during the wedding 
celebrations.  This would be a huge embarrassment for the host.  These weddings and the celebration often went on for days.  
Wine was an important part of that celebration.  The mother of Jesus (AKA Mary!) turned to him and said, “They have no 
wine.”  Perhaps Mary knew this because she was a good friend of the family, it doesn’t say.  She told Jesus because she 
obviously believed Jesus could do something about it and save the family from shame.  Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me?  My hour has not yet come.”  Although this sounds cold to us; people of that time used the 
word “woman” to show great respect and honor for that person.   However Jesus doesn’t seem all that interested in helping.  
“My hour has not yet come.”  In John “hour” is used as the moment God has fixed for an event.  Jesus is not quite ready to do 
something about the wine.  Even so, Mary tells the servants to do whatever Jesus tells them.  She has full confidence he will 
do something.  Jesus commands the servants to fill six stone jars with water, right up to the brim.  Filling to the brim 
demonstrates that there was nothing else in the jars, just water.  After they filled the jars, Jesus told the servants to draw 
some out and take it to the steward.  These water jars were used for the purpose of purification (to follow the law).  People 
used this water for a ritual washing of their hands and other things for a ritual purification.  Through Jesus, the water ordinarily 
used for ritual purification (to follow the law) had been turned into wine for celebration.  There was now between 120 and 180 
GALLONS of premium wine for the wedding celebration!  That is a lot of wine.  The steward, who didn’t know where the wine 
came from, was amazed that they would put aside the BEST wine and serve it when the guests were already drunk!  This was 
the first miracle (sign) recorded in the Gospel of John.  This sign revealed, or uncovered the glory of Jesus.  John called all 
the miracles “signs” since they pointed to Jesus as the Son of God and revealed or “uncovered” his glory.  Jesus did this sign 
and his disciples believed in him.  This first sign in the Gospel of John was not a healing or a casting out of a demon.  It was a 
sign that protected the honor of a family, demonstrated grace emerging from law, and provided the means by which people 
could celebrate love and family. 
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January 24: Luke 4:14-21 

This takes place right after Jesus was tempted by the devil in the wilderness.  That comes right after Jesus was 
baptized!  As we saw on January 10 at the baptism of Jesus, the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in bodily form and remained 
with Jesus.  Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit.  We read that again in Luke 4:1 just before Jesus is tempted by the devil and we 
see it again in our reading for today.  Jesus is full of the power of the Spirit!  Luke repeats it several times so we cannot miss 
it.  Jesus’ fame spread throughout the surrounding country, everyone was praising him.  Jesus then returns to his home in 
Nazareth and enters the synagogue on the Sabbath, as was his custom.  He stood up to read and was handed the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah.  He unrolled the scroll and found his place, Isaiah 61:1ff.  My former Gospel of Luke professor at Luther 
Seminary, Dr. David Tiede called this reading of Isaiah “the inaugural address” of Jesus’ ministry.  This portion of Isaiah 
announces Jesus’ messianic program in very specific terms.  We see Jesus repeat this in general terms once again when 
John the Baptist later sends his disciples to ask Jesus if he is really the chosen one of God (Luke 7:18-23).  Jesus is indeed 
the chosen one, the one upon whom the Spirit of the Lord is present!  As Dr. Robert Tannehill wrote, “The quotation from 
Isaiah is a public disclosure of Jesus’ commission from God which functions as a guide to the reader in understanding the 
following story of Jesus’ ministry.”   

This is the year of the Gospel of Luke.  Most of our gospel readings will come from Luke this year.  As we travel 
through this year of Luke and meditate on the words and actions of Jesus, it is good to keep these theme passages in mind 
(today’s gospel reading quoting Isaiah, Jesus’ reply to John the Baptist (Luke 7:18-23) as well as the Magnificat (1:46-56).  As 
you read and meditate on the words and work of Jesus, keep these in mind and you will see him in the act of fulfilling God’s 
plan for him and you and me.   

After Jesus reads the passage from Isaiah, he sits down.  Teachers of that time sat down when they taught.  All eyes 
were on him.  Then he began to say to them, “TODAY this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Jesus is saying, “I am 
the one of whom Isaiah wrote!”  With Jesus, a new time of salvation has arrived!  In fact, just as John the Baptist declared in 
Luke 3:6, in Jesus we SEE the salvation of God! 
 
January 31: Luke 4:21-30 
This is the continuation of the reading from last week, January 24.  The last verse from last week is the first verse for this 
week, Jesus announcing, “TODAY this scripture (Isaiah 61:1ff) has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Jesus is saying he is the 
one of whom Isaiah wrote.  Jesus is God’s salvation for all to see.  Jesus is the one who has come to declare the acceptable 
year of the Lord.  And yet, he is not accepted by his own people in his home town!  Everything seems to be going well, they 
were all amazed at his gracious words, until someone said, “Hey…isn’t this Joseph’s son?”  In the Gospel of Luke, this is a 
turning point.  Up until then people such as Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, Simeon, Anna and others acted in faith and 
had their faith strengthened.  However here we see a statement of unbelief.  We know that because of Jesus’ reply to this 
question.  This was a rejection we continue to see throughout Luke and Acts, a rejection of the mission of Jesus (as we see 
stated in the gospel from last week).  It was also a rejection of Jesus himself, who was now seen merely as the carpenter’s 
son.  We often have an image of Jesus as meek and mild, holding a lamb, but Jesus was a person who courageously spoke 
the truth, even to his own detriment.  We see him doing that today as he called himself a prophet and used Elijah as his 
example (I Kings 17 and 2 Kings 5).  He uses two examples from Elijah’s ministry when Elijah ministers to Gentiles rather 
than Jews.  Although the examples Jesus gave were true and from Scripture itself, they threw the people who heard it into a 
rage.  This was THEIR God, they thought.  But the words of Jesus (and the Scripture itself) challenged that view.  God was 
not the pet of the Jews, but the God of ALL people.  They did not control the Lord of heaven and earth, or his son, Jesus.  But 
they didn’t like to hear that.  In their rage, they tried to kill Jesus, but were unsuccessful.  Faith calls us to follow God, to bend 
our wills to the Lord’s will.  God is the master; we are the disciples.  Do we also sometimes simply go through the motions of 
faith, turning a deaf ear to that Word of the Lord that is inconvenient to us?  There is a cartoon of a man bent over the Bible 
with a pen.  Another person asks if he is underlining favorite Bible passages.  The man says, “No, I’m crossing out the ones I 
don’t like.”  We are called not in a piecemeal way, but to give our life to the Lord completely.  
 
 
 

TTTThe Lord bless thee, and keep he Lord bless thee, and keep he Lord bless thee, and keep he Lord bless thee, and keep thee. thee. thee. thee. ----Numbers 6:24Numbers 6:24Numbers 6:24Numbers 6:24    
 


