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I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.  I will be glad 
and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
Psalm 9:1-2 
 
Last month for Stewardship Sunday the theme was “blessed to be a blessing.”  Now as we approach 
Thanksgiving Day, we once again are reminded of the many blessings we have received and continue 
to receive; and so we give thanks.  Do you ever take time to contemplate all the blessings you have 
received and continue to receive?  Too often, we overlook our many blessings and take them for 
granted.  But when we take the time to acknowledge them, we are filled with joy: a favorite food, taste 
buds, a deep breath, friends, the blue sky, sun, moon, stars, music, arms, legs, nose and mouth, to 
name just a few.  It’s amazing.  I have received the blessing of a beautiful grandson this year.  Every 
time my son sends a picture, my heart melts.  I am so thankful.  Or I think of our children at St. Luke 
as they come up to place their offerings in the jar.  What a joy to watch them.  It makes me giggle.  
What a blessing!   Take time to contemplate your many blessings and you will begin to see just how 
blessed you are.  Then come to say thank you on November 22 at 7 pm as we give thanks to the giver 
of all, our gracious Lord. 
 
Pr. Dave 
 
 
 

   
Usher Notes 
Many thanks to our ushers for 
November:  Mike and Nancy 
Hegdahl, Linda Funkhouser, Roger 
Diestler.       
         

 
November Acolytes 
5   Victor Landenberger 
19  Ava Herrmann 
 

 

Heartfelt thanks to our 
November Bun Run 
volunteers: Sandy and 
David Grzywinski, Ken 
McGrew, Doug and Jo 
Klein, Larry Litzkow. 

 

 
128 men, women and children 
enjoyed a delicious dinner at 
Loaves and Fishes on 
September 25th at St. Matthew's 
Catholic Church.   Workers from 
St. Luke were Pastor Dave 
Person,  Larry Litzkow,  Jesse 
Vasquez, and Roger and Dianne 
Diestler.    

 
Thanksgiving Baskets 
As is the St. Luke tradition, we will be collecting donations 
for Thanksgiving Baskets, which will be distributed to 
members of our community.  Donations will be accepted 
through Sunday, November 19.  If you would like to make 
a monetary contribution to filling these baskets, please 
indicate “Thanksgiving Basket” on the memo line of your 
check.  Thank you! 
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November Birthdays 
1   Kou Vang 
2   Jeff Faust 
13  Colleen McGough 
14  Joshua Vigdal 
17  Dwight Paulson  
      Joan Wilson 
18  Bruce Magnuson 
23  Christine Salaba 
24  Kira Faust 
25  Ben Vigdal 
26  Janell Walter 
30  Robert Herrmann 
 

 
November Anniversaries 
9   Tracy & Kevin Arndt: ‘91 
12  Larry & Junella Litzkow: ‘60 
13  Chuck & Michelle Klein: ‘76 
26  Jack & Joan Holtz: ‘60 
 

 
               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 
 
Ladies Night Out will go 
on hiatus for November and 
December.  We will resume 
Ladies Night Out again in 
January.  Watch the 
December newsletter for 
details on the date and 
location of the January 
Ladies Night Out.   
 

Now Thank We  
All Our God! 

Join us for  
Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship,  
Wednesday, Nov. 22nd   

7:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Poinsettia/Greens 
Fundraiser  Orders will be 
available for pick-up on Dec. 3.  
You may bring your 
flowers/greens home that day, 
or choose to loan them to St. 
Luke to adorn our sanctuary for 
the holiday season.  All proceeds 
will benefit St. Luke retreats at 
Camp Onomia.  Thank you for 
your generosity! 
 

 
 

November 
WORSHIP  

ASSISTANTS 
 

Readers: 
5   Beth Peterson 
12  Laurie Herrmann 
19  Wendy Bjorklund 
26  Sue McNeill 
Communion: 
5   Joan Wilson 
19  Wendy Bjorklund 
 

 

 
ALL SAINT’S DAY 
On All Saint’s Day, Sunday, November 5, 
we will be remembering loved ones who 
have passed away this year.  Please let 
secretary Jo Klein know, in written form or 
by email, (jojoklein@gmail.com) if you 
would like to remember a loved one during 
the All Saints service.  We will ask families 
to bring a photo of their loved one that day, 
and to light a candle for them during the 
worship service.  Let us remember with 
thanks those who have gone before us and 
rest in God’s eternal love and salvation. 

 

 
 
Be sure to attend our semi-
annual congregational meeting 
on Sunday, Nov. 5 after the 
service.  Please plan to take part 
in this important meeting on the 
current and long-term goals of 
our church family. 

 

Dec The Halls! 
All are invited on Sunday, 
Nov. 26 after worship to 
decorate our church home for 
the Advent and Christmas 
seasons.  After decorating, 
we will all enjoy a potluck 
lunch together.  Donations of 
Poinsettias to adorn our altar 
are greatly appreciated.  Join 
us for this cherished, time-
honored St. Luke tradition…it 
is sure to put you in a festive 
mood! 

 
 

 

Everything that is 
done in the world is 

done by hope. 
-Martin Luther 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Once again we will be collecting shoebox 
presents for Operation Christmas Child.   This is 
a time to pack a shoebox with presents for a 
boy or a girl somewhere around the world who 
normally wouldn’t receive a Christmas Present.  
It is something we all can do and it is even fun 
and joy-filled to do!  Please pack the shoebox 
and bring it to church by Sunday, November 
19, when we will bless them during worship, 
then Pr. Dave will deliver them to the pickup 
spot.  We will have information with ideas of 
what to pack, if you need it. If you wish to look 
online at information, go to 
www.samaritanspurse.org and click on the 
Shoebox link.  
 

Mitten and Hat Tree During the 
upcoming Advent season there will be a 
Christmas tree placed by the pulpit 
where we will be collecting hats, 
mittens, and scarves. The congregation 
will watch the tree become colorfully 
decorated each Sunday as these items 
are placed on the tree, and we ask that 
members bring forth their donations to 
hang on the tree during the offering. 
Once the tree is decorated, we will then 
donate all the hats, mittens and scarves 
to our local Ronald McDonald House. 
Their network of local Chapters has 
been helping millions of families with 
sick children find comfort and support 
when they need it most.  Their 
programs, tailored to meet the urgent 
needs of each community, can now be 
found in more than 64 countries and 
regions across the globe. 

 

 
Announcing Two Fantastic  

Dinner Shows! 
There will be two dinner shows, one on 
Wednesday, November 8 and the second on 
Wednesday, December 13.  Both will begin at 6 
pm and feature Chinese food for dinner.  The 
cost for the Chinese dinner is $5.00.  It is 
delicious and you can’t beat the price!  Enjoy a 
night off from cooking and come!  Or, if you do 
not like Chinese, you may bring your own 
dinner.  The shows are both one-hour specials 
by Rick Steves, famous Lutheran Travel Host.  
On Wednesday, November 8 we will watch 
“Luther and the Reformation.”  On Wednesday, 
December 13 we will watch “European 
Christmas.”  Dinner will begin at 6:00 sharp, 
with the one-hour videos beginning at 6:15 (and 
ending at 7:15 in time for choir members to 
practice!).  We will enjoy our delicious food 
while watching the videos.  Both dinner shows 
will take place in our social hall using our GIANT 
screen.  Come, eat good food, watch a fantastic 
show, chat with friends and enjoy!  What’s not 
to like?!  Sign up on the Kiosk asap so we know 
how much food to order.  See you there! 
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Commentaries for the November Gospel Readings 
 
In preparation for worship, please read the Bible text for the day as well as the commentaries found below.  
Prepare your heart and mind for worship and you will find yourself enriched.  Sources for these studies 
include Working Preacher, Preaching Matthew’s Gospel by Richard Jensen, Matthew by Robert H. Smith and 
my own notes. 
 
November 5, Matthew 5:1-12  
The Beatitudes…it is very difficult to write a few lines about a section of the Bible on which whole volumes of 
books have been written!  In fact, one of my favorite books in all the world is about the beatitudes.  It is 
called, “The Beatitudes: Soundings in Christian Tradition, by Simon Tugwell.  I return to the deep wisdom 
found in this book over and over again.  As Tugwell writes, “The beatitudes draw for us a very strange 
picture of the man who is blessed: he is poor and unimpressive, hungry and in mourning, trodden on, yet 
able to make peace.”  What is Jesus telling us in all of this?  One very basic answer is that the way into God’s 
kingdom is by grace.  When we recognize that we are poor, hungry, mourning, people in need of God’s 
grace, it is then that we can “come to ourselves” (like the starving Prodigal Son did when he realized that his 
hope was found not in himself, but in his father (God) – Luke 15:17), and turn to see our help and 
blessedness in God.  Simon Tugwell puts it this way, “Whatever else they may be, then, the beatitudes are a 
call to us to see ourselves, to live with ourselves, in a way that probably does not come easily to most of us, 
and to forgo an enterprise that is generally dear to us, the enterprise of getting ourselves into a position 
where we can see ourselves in a ‘good’ light.  Christian righteousness or rightness with God does not feel like 
righteousness, and we should not devote our energy to bringing ourselves into a position that feels right.  It 
is when we feel ourselves to be poor, humiliated, desperate and all the rest of it that we qualify for the label 
‘blessed’.” 
 
November 12, Matthew 25:1-13 
To understand this passage in context, we need to look back to 24:3 when the disciples ask Jesus about the 
signs for the end of the age and when it will take place.  In answer to their questions Jesus tells a number of 
stories.  Our text for today is the third of the stories dealing with the “when” question.  When will the end 
come?  Basically speaking, Jesus says we don’t know when the end of the ages will come, so keep awake, 
keep alert!  In fact, in Matthew 24:36 Jesus says very directly, “But about that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”  Only the Father knows when the end of the 
age will come.  As I write this, I am reminded of an article I saw on the Internet about a person who said the 
end of the world was coming “next weekend.”  That was a couple of weekends ago.  He had done all kind of 
research and mathematical calculations according to biblical principles (he said) and was sure he had the 
answer.  Needless to say, he didn’t.  Only God the Father knows.  Don’t waste your time listening to anyone 
who says they know.  They don’t.  What Jesus calls us to do in all of his stories about the “when” of the end 
time is to keep alert, stay awake.  As Rev. Richard Jensen writes,  
“Jesus does not imagine our human waiting for the end of the age to be some kind of spiritual exercise quite 
separate from daily life.  There is no advice about going into seclusion or retreat.  Rather, we are called to 
fidelity in the vocations of life.”  We are called to recognize God at work right here and now, both in 
ourselves, and in this broken world.  When we do this we will hear the Lord calling us to be his agents of love 
here in the particular way each of us is called, according to our God-given talents.  So stay wake, stay tuned, 
watch, look and go out working in God’s love. 
 
November 19, Matthew 25:14-30 
The gospel text for this Sunday is a continuation from last week.  We saw that the context for the story from 
last week and this week comes from Matthew 24:3 in which the disciples ask Jesus what the signs for the 
end of the ages are and when it will all come about.  Last week was the third of five stories Jesus tells about 
the “when” and the gospel for today is the fourth of those stories.  As Rev. Dr. Robert Smith notes, the 
stories are similar in a number of respects.  One is the “cast of characters.”  Dr. Smith writes that they 
include, “a master or lord and one or more servants or attendants.  And the plots are also similar: the lord 
assigns tasks (or tasks are clearly defined by tradition); the master or lord leaves for an indefinite period of 
time; the servants or attendants perform their tasks well or badly; suddenly the lord returns, and the 
servants are called to account; some are praised and others are blamed.”  In the case of today’s gospel, the 
master summons three servants and gives one five talents, one two and the third servant, one talent.  A 
talent was the largest monetary unit in the ancient world, so these three servants were most likely trusted 
servants of the master.  Because of this, some would say that this parable is directed at leaders of the 
Christian community, but it is for all of us to consider in our Christian life.  The servant who received five 
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talents made five more talents.  Likewise, the servant who received two talents also doubled the money 
received.  However, the third servant, out of fear of the master, simply buried the talent he received.  When 
the master returned, he praised the two servants who doubled his money and put them in charge of greater 
things.  However, when the servant who out of fear buried the talent, and simply gave it back to the master, 
the master became angry.  He condemned the servant for doing nothing, not least of all putting the talent in 
the bank for interest.  He took the talent from him and gave it to the servant with ten talents and cast him 
out into the outer darkness.  Then, in verse 29 it is written, “For to all those who have, more will be given, 
and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 
away.”  This always seemed extremely harsh to me, until I gained some experience as a pastor.  I noticed 
that there are some people, who when you share the gospel with them, cannot see the beauty or the free 
gift.  Even when they are touched with grace in some very dramatic ways, they couldn’t see it or receive it, 
even though it was right in front of their face.  Their hearts and eyes weren’t open to it.  This isn’t a 
judgment of those people; it is simply an observation.  On the other hand, there are people who see the 
grace of God all around them.  These two groups of people can hear the same words, yet one will receive 
nothing, while the other receives abundantly with thanksgiving.  Are your eyes and heart open?  Turn to the 
Lord in worship and praise.  The Lord gives freely and abundantly. 
 
November 26, Matthew 25:31-46 Christ the King Sunday 
Our gospel today is of the great judgment at the end of the age.  What runs through your mind when you 
read this?  Does it give you pause?  Where do you see yourself in this scene?  Let’s take a closer look.  We 
will begin by examining verse 32, which says, “All the nations will be gathered before him.”  All the nations…. 
It sounds like everybody, and I think that is how many people interpret this passage.  Everybody will be 
brought before the king, before God, for judgment.  Is that how you read it?  The English seems pretty clear.  
But this is when it is handy to know some Greek, the original language of the New Testament.  In the Greek, 
this word “nations,” as in “All the nations,” is “ethne.”  Our word “ethnic” comes from it.  Interestingly 
enough, one of the definitions of the English word “ethnic” is “pagan” or “heathen”.  In many passages of the 
New Testament, the Greek word ethne is also translated “pagan”, “heathen” or “Gentile”, that is, non-
believer.  Even when this word is translated “nations” as it is in the gospel lesson today, this word “nations” 
often refers to people who are non-believers, such as in Matthew 28:19 when Jesus tells the disciples to go 
and make disciples of all nations (ethne), baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  In 
Matthew 28 Jesus is sending out the disciples to preach God’s Word to non-believers (ethne) and so make 
them disciples.  With this in mind, one interpretation of our gospel for today is that it is not the judgment of 
ALL people, but rather the judgment of non-believers, those who do not believe in God.  I think this 
interpretation is reinforced by a couple of things, one which is found in verse 40 of our gospel reading.  It 
says, “And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.”  Jesus, the king said, just as you treated the members of my 
family, you treated me.  Who is Jesus referring to here?  Who are the members of Jesus’ family?  In Matthew 
12:48b-49 Jesus said, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?  And pointing to his disciples, he said, 
“Here are my mother and my brothers!  For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and 
sister and mother.”  In other words, Jesus’ followers are his family.  You and I are his family.  One more 
reason to interpret today’s gospel lesson as the judgment of non-believers is found in the words of Jesus and 
Paul.  In John 5:24 Jesus says, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent 
me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life.”  Did you hear 
that?  If you believe, you do not come under judgment but pass from death to life.  No judgment.  Jesus 
himself said that.  Luther found the same thing in Paul, and it set him free to live in peace and joy.  He said 
it was like the gates of heaven opened before his eyes.  In Ephesians 2:8-9 Paul writes, “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God – not the result of works, 
so that no one may boast.”  Our salvation through Christ is not by works, but by faith.  Does this mean that 
we can simply ignore the hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick and imprisoned?  No, of course not.  Because 
in them, we find Christ himself.  In these people we find our beloved Savior.  As we minister to these people, 
we minister to our Lord.  Mother Teresa famously said that they would worship Jesus in the morning and 
then go out to find him in the streets of Calcutta.  And I must say, I have also seen the work of our own 
Lutheran World Service in the slums of India, and they are bringing change and hope in very concrete and 
beautiful ways to the sick, the stranger, the homeless, the naked and poor.  We do this in love for these 
people as well as in love of our Savior Jesus. 
 
 

 
 The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. -Numbers 6:24 


